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Psychologist Procedures for Referrals to the Language Development Centres 

To determine eligibility for appropriate placement within a Language Development Centre 
(LDC), in addition to a comprehensive language assessment by a speech pathologist, the 
child needs to demonstrate evidence of learning potential with the average or above range. 
That is, the students’ functioning cannot be accounted for by intellectual disability, sensory 
impairment or other primary disorders which account for the language impairment. All 
students enrolled in a school require a full cognitive assessment as part of the application. 
Children who are pre-kindergarten have their language assessed by a speech pathologist 
and may also have a developmental assessment if they are a patient of a paediatrician or 
other specialist. Some children are referred to these services by their speech pathologist if 
more data is required to make a differential diagnosis.  

Primary Language Impairment 
Students with a primary language impairment are eligible to apply to an LDC. That is, a 
comprehensive speech and language assessment demonstrating language impairment in 
one or more languages, combined with evidence of average learning potential as assessed 
by a psychologist. 
 
Assessment 
The psychologist provides evidence of intellectual functioning within the average range on a 
reliable, valid measure appropriate to the child’s specific needs. Psychologists use 
professional judgement to select the measure which best demonstrates this, taking into 
account the child’s: 

• Age    
• General language skills 
• Level of comprehension 
• Overall capacity to be assessed 

 
As the choice of a cognitive assessment tool takes into account the impact of the student’s 
language on their possible performance, a non-verbally administered assessment provides 
the best possible opportunity for the student to demonstrate their ability. The administration 
of a language based assessment may measure “language disability” rather than overall 
cognitive functioning.  
 
Typical nonverbal assessments include the UNIT-2 or the Leiter 3. In some cases, in order 
to ascertain the student’s learning profile, the psychologist’s professional judgement is that 
more than one assessment if needed to sufficiently demonstrate the student’s level of 
functioning.  
 
As stated in the Department of Education Standards for the Determination of Intellectual 
Disability document, “it is suggested that, as a matter of course, when an intellectual 
disability is suspected a standard cognitive assessment tool be used”. Please keep this in 
mind should the referral information suggest more global difficulties than language delay. 
Further investigation can always take place if the findings are unclear and the hypothesis 
becomes one of language impairment.  
 
With the latest versions of the Wechsler tools, there is now the capacity to calculate a non-
verbal index on both the WPPSI-IV and WISC-V. Should these tools be considered to the 
most appropriate for the individual case, the non-verbal index must be reported and 
commented on, therefore you will need to ensure that all subtests that comprise the primary 
indices are completed, not the full scale IQ alone, and then you will have the subtests 
required to calculate the non-verbal index.  
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It is not the role of the placement panel members to calculate other indices from your report 
so please ensure all aspects are reported on. In this regard, please ensure you include all 
subtest scores, index scores and percentiles. 
 
Reporting on an external provider’s assessment results 
If you are utilising data gathered by external service providers, please complete your own 
report and reference the assessments (with consent of the author). It is important to 
demonstrate current functioning in the school environment and external reports often do not 
contain that information or teacher feedback.  
 
Previous applications to the LDC 
A new report is required even if the psychologist applied for placement last year, but a new 
cognitive assessment will not be required is it is considered to be recent and a valid measure 
of the student’s functioning. 
 
Speech Pathology reports need to be within a six-month timeframe in order to ensure the 
most accurate data is presented to the panel.  
 
General considerations 
It is important to consider that a placement is one of the options available and should not be 
the only option considered due to the possibility that not every child will be offered a place at 
the LDC. A LDC placement is part of the continuum of service for children identified with a 
primary language impairment, which also includes access to blocks of individualised therapy 
provided by both private and public sector clinicians, and teacher training to enhance 
capacity to support children in their local school. Schools can access the outreach specialist 
service attached to their local LDC for further information regarding professional learning that 
may be available across the school year. 
 
In most cases, a placement at a specialist facility will mean that the student enrols in a new 
school that may not be the closest to their home. Transport may or may not be available 
depending on where the student lives. A placement is also end dated, with children in;  

• West Coast LDC returning to mainstream for Year 2  
• North Metro Region LDC returning to mainstream for Year 3 

Such a move can be disruptive and place a strain on transport arrangements. It is important 
to note that these factors have been discussed with the family in order for them to make an 
informed choice prior to applying for an LDC placement. 
 
Should you have any further questions regarding psychologist referral requirements please 
contact the relevant School Psychologist for the LDC you are referring to: 
 
 
Bradley Calamel 
North East Metropolitan LDC 
9275 5511 
bradley.calamel@education.wa.edu.au 
 
 
Kyleigh Sinclair 
West Coast LDC 
9401 5433 
kyleigh.sinclair@education.wa.edu.au 
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